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A  THING  OF  BEAUTY 


"A   thing   of    beauty    is  a    joy    forever   and    its 
loveliness  increases." 

These  few  lines  from  a  famous  poet  seem 
to  portray  cur  feelings  as  we  come  to  your 
beautiful  country,  so  full  of  sunshine  and 
flowers  and  friendliness.  The  warm  welcome 
that  has  been  extended  to  us  from  the  Cape  to 
the  Rhodesias  and  from  the  coastal  cities,  in 
fact  from  all  parts  of  the  mission  has  given 
us  cause  for  great  rejoicing  and  has  led  us  to 
believe  that  you  have  great  devotion  for  the 
Gospel  that  brings  us  together. 

We  come  to  you  as  your  servants  hoping  to 
find  a  place  among  you  as  your  friends  and 
spiritual  advisors.  We  do  not  take  the  place 
of  President  and  Sister  Duncan.  No  one  can 
do  that,  but  we  do  hope  there  is  room  in  your 
hearts  for  us  and  as  time  passes  you  will  learn 
to  love  and  respect  us,  even  as  you  do  them. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  growth  and  stability 
that  is  so  much  in  evidence  in  the  mission.  We 
feel  to  commend  with  all  our  hearts  President 
and  Sister  Duncan  and  their  lovely  family  for 
the  fine  example  they  have  set  and  for  the 
wonderful  leadership  they  have  given  these 
past  four  years.  The  increase  in  membership, 
the  lovely  chapels  that  have  been  erected,  the 
splendid  organization  now  in  effect  are  monu- 
ments to  their  faith  and  integrity. 

We  are  sure  that  you  join  with  us  in  saying, 
"God  bless  and  reward  ycu,  President  and 
Sister  Duncan,  for  the  fine  service  you  have 
rendered  this  great  mission." 

We  express  with  all  our  hearts  gratitude  for 
you,  our  missionaries,  and  for  your  faithful 
labours.  We  know  you  have  been  "called  of 
God  as  was  Aaron"  and  because  of  this  wc 
love,  and  respect  you. 

We  solicit  your  co-operation  and  devotion 
to  us  and  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

We  believe  the  words  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  has  application  to  all  of  us  when  he 
said:  "Go  in  all  meekness,  in  sobriety,  and 
preach  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified,  not  to 
contend  with  others  on  account  of  their  faith 
or    system    cf    religion,    but    pursue    a    steady 


course.      This   I   deliver   by  way  of  command 
ment  and  he  who  obeys  it  not  will  pull  down 
persecution  upon  their  heads,  while  those  who 
do  will  always  be   filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost. 
This  I  pronounce  as  a  prophecy." 

We  pray  earnestly  for  unity  in  the  mission. 
The  scriptures  seem  to  bear  out  the  fact  that 
unity  is  next  in  importance  to  the  receiving 
the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  Saviour  said  to  his  disciples:  "If  y-j 
are  not  one  ye  are  not  mine."  And  again: 
"Father,  make  them  one  even  as  you  and  I 
are  one." 

May  we  all  go  forward  with  determination 
to  make  our  mission  great  in  love,  unity  and 
devotion  to  the  commandments  of  the  Lord 
and  may  we  not  tire  in  so  doing. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  District.  Branch,  and 
Priesthood  Presidencies  together  with  Auxi- 
liary and  Branch  Officers  will  feel  to  carry  on 
in  their  respective  positions.  We  need  your 
support,  especially  now  as  our  knowledge  of 
the  mission  and  its  various  functions  is  meagre: 
if  the  work  of  the  Lord  is  to  carry  on  un- 
interrupted it  will  be  largely  through  your 
efforts. 

In  time,  and  with  the  help  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  we  hope  to  become  oriented  to  the 
work  in  this  area  and  take  our  share  of  the 
great  responsibilities  that  devolve  upon  all  of 
us. 

In  closing  we  humbly  bring  to  you  a 
message  from  cur  Beloved  Prophet,  David  O. 
McKay.  Before  leaving  Salt  Lake  City  Presi- 
dent McKay  put  his  arms  around  our 
shoulders  and  with  great  feeling  asked  us  tc 
convey  his  love  and  blessings  to  the  Saints  and 
Missionaries  in  South  Africa.  His  memory  of 
the  visit  he  and  Sister  McKay  made  to  this 
mission  has  not  dimmed,  but  continues  to  be 
a  source  of  joy  to  him. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  meeting  you  all 
and  until  then — May  our  Father's  choicest 
blessings  attend  you. 

Faithfully  yours. 
President  and  Sister   Fisher  and   Family. 
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GERMANY. 

Dr.  Maria  Cremer.  Schopfen- 
hof  bei  Allfed,  Baden,  Germany, 
friend  to  missionaries  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  in  and 
around  Stuttgart,  visited  in  Salt 
Lake  City  this  past  week. 

Dr.  Cremer,  who  is  a  doctor 
of  political  science  in  Germany, 
a  writer  of  many  scientific  ar- 
ticles and  a  publisher  of  two 
magazines,  has  befriended  and 
entertained  the  missionaries  and 
members  of  the  Church  in  her 
home  and  on  her  farm  during 
recent  years. 

She  first  came  in  contact  with 
the  Church  in  1953  when  she 
visited  her  daughter  in  Wichita, 
Kansas.  Dr.  Cremer  was  going 
to  San  Francisco  during  the 
visit.  She  was  encouraged  to 
stop  off  in  Salt  Lake  City  and 
visit. 

Visits    Temple    Square 

She  did  so  and  was  impressed 
with  the  community.  She 
attended  a  concert  of  the  Taber- 
nacle Choir  and  visited  on 
Temple  Square.  "This  must  be 
a  cultured  people,"  she  thought 
to  herself. 

Later  when  she  returned  to 
her  home  in  Germany,  her  hus- 
band died  and  she  became  very 
ill.  Her  friends  urged  her  to  get 
a  television  set.  which  she  did. 

The  first  programme  she  saw 
on  her  new  set  was  an  interview 
by  Dr.  Lowell  S.  Bennion.  Again 
she  had  come  in  contact  with 
the  Church. 


PARIS,  FRANCE.  —  A  pro- 
gramme featuring  Mormon 
music  and  art  was  presented 
recently  in  a  series  of  concerts 
throughout  France  by  missiona- 
ries of  the  French  Mission. 
Naomi  Nokes,  soprano,  from 
Boise,  Idaho;  Raymond  Pierotti, 
tenor,  from  Bountiful,  Utah; 
Leeman  Perkins,  violinst,  from 
Salt  Lake  City;  and  Paul  Pollei, 
pianist,  from  Salt  Lake  City, 
each  an  artist  in  his  own  right, 
participated  in  an  excellent 
musical  programme  representing 
a  varied  selection  of  the  works 
of  Latter-day  Saint  composers. 

Music  lovers,  members  and 
friends  of  the  Church  in  Lyon. 
Grenoble,  Nice,  Bordeaux,  Paris. 
Nancy,  Strasbourg,  and  Lille 
welcomed  the  young  musicians 
who  have  long  been  favourite 
performers  ■  throughout  the  mis- 
sion. 

BROWNING,  MONT.  —  Bap- 
tism of  a  young  Indian  and  his 
wife  marked  the  most  recent 
and  sixth  baptism  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Browning 
Branch  in  the  heart  of  the  Black- 
foot  Indian  Reservation  in  Mon- 
tana. 

Willie  Henry  Sharp,  an  Assini- 
boin  Indian,  and  his  wife,  Leona 
Fish  Sharp,  of  the  Blackfoot 
Tribe,  were  baptized  members  of 
the  Church  by  Robert  Charles 
Gilham  a  young  priest  of  Black- 
foot  ancestry  and  a  convert  of 
four  years.  Their  three  small 
children  were  blessed  at  the 
same  time  that  their  parents 
were  confirmed. 
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THE  PATH  OF  DUTY 
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By  Sister  Inez  Spear 


Duty  -what  docs  the  word  bring  to  your 
mind?  The  tedium  of  certain  work  to  be 
done  whether  you  like  it  or  not?  The  tax  you 
must  pay  on  imported  goods?  Or  the  more 
noble  concept  of  a  virtuous  sense  of  respon- 
sibility? 

Duty — All  history  is  full  of  the  word.  You 
will  be  able  to  name  many  heroes  whose 
names  will  come  to  mind  when  duty  is  thought 
of  in  this  sense,  and  one  of  them  is  almost 
certain  to  be  Lord  Nelson,  who  signalled  to  the 
fleet  that  "England  expects  every  man  to  do 
his  DUTY." 

As  Tennyson  truly  wrote : 
"Not  once  or  twice  in  our  rough  Island  story 
The  path  of  duty  was  the  way  to  Glory." 

Almost  daily  the  newspapers  tell  of  heroism 
leading  to  glory.  We  read  of  these  acts  of 
heroism  without  surprise,  and  often  take  them 
for  granted.  We  expect  them,  and  would  be 
shocked  if  we  heard  reports  to  the  contrary, 
such  as  a  Sea  Captain  seeking  first  his  own 
safety  or  a  fireman  refusing  to  enter  a  blazing 
building  to  effect  a  rescue,  or  of  a  judge  taking 
bribes,  or  of  a  statesman  making  treasonable 
arrangements  with  the  enemy. 

The  idea  of  duty  is  one  of  the  fruits  of 
civilization.  It  has  grown  with  the  progress 
of  man  .  Our  lives  today  are  governed  by  our 
faith  that  those  around  us  will  do  their  duty. 
Consider  how  we  rely  on  the  train  drivers,  the 
police  force,  our  bankers  and  lawyers,  and  the 
teachers  of  our  children.  When  we  drop  a 
letter  into  the  mail  box,  we  demonstrate  our 
faith  in  the  postal  employees — faith  that  they 
will  do  their  duty  by  collecting  that  letter 
from  the  box  and  conveying  it  to  the  addres- 
see. 

At  one  time  when  a  serious  strike  was  ex- 
pected to  result  from  a  dispute  between  the 
owners  of  a  certain  railway  and  their 
employees,  a  ticket  examiner  insisted  on  a 
passenger  paying  the  difference  between  the 
second  and  first  class  fare,  when  he  found  the 
passenger  in  the  wrong  compartment.  He  was 
prompted  by  his  sense  of  duty,  and  did  not 
allow  his  personal  grievances  to  interfere. 

The  whole  system  under  which  we  live  is 
dependant    upon    thousands    or    even    millions 


ol'    men    honestly    and    faithfully    doing    their 
duty. 

What  is  duty?  It  is  that  which  is  due  to 
someone  or  something.  Ships  entering 
harbours  pay  dues.  Members  of  various 
societies  pay  dues  for  the  privilege  of  member- 
ship. A  duty  therefore  is  an  obligation.  It  is 
not  necessarily  compulsory  though  some 
duties  may  be  considered  to  be  so. 

It  is  a  peculiar  thing  that  the  higher  the 
creature,  the  higher  are  the  demands  of  duty 
upon  that  creature.  The  man  or  woman 
therefore,  who  refrains  from  performing  a 
good  or  courageous  act  because  he  considers 
that  it  is  not  a  part  of  his  duty,  has  a  very 
poor  idea  of  duty  and  is  probably  not  very 
intelligent.  He  considers  that  he  has  dis- 
charged his  duty  when  he  has  done  that  for 
which  he  is  paid  or  that  which  he  is  compelled 
to  do.  How  much  would  Lord  Nelson  have 
achieved  if  this  had  been  the  response  of  his 
fleet  to  his  call  to  duty?  He  expected  and 
received  much  more  than  this.  He  expected 
nothing  to  count  but  the  victory,  and  nothing 
less  than  each  man's  utmost  and  best. 

There  are  two  things  to  consider  when 
deciding  what  our  duly  is.  Of  these  two  the 
second  is  the  more  important.  Firstly,  the 
voice  of  tradition  speaking  with  long  ex- 
perience, telling  us  what  is  expected  of  us. 
Secondly,  the  voice  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  bidding 
us  to  set  higher  goals  and  standards  of  con- 
duct. The  former  makes  duty  a  thing  strong, 
solid  and  substantive  as  a  rock,  and  just  as 
immobile.  The  latter  inspires  the  mind  and 
spirit  to  strive  after  justice  and  truth.  People 
who  listen  only  to  the  first  voice  are  the  "solid 
citizens"  who  wish  to  be  considered  respect- 
able, but  do  little  to  affect  the  future  of  man- 
kind. 

Man's  highest  duty  is  his  duty  to  God.  What 
is  that  duty?  To  see  to  it  that  our  bodies, 
minds  and  spirits  grow  in  beauty,  truth  and 
goodness;  to  heed  God's  call  for  men  to  ascend; 
to  become  more  noble  and  more  worthy  to 
receive  his  full  inheritance  of  power  and 
happiness;  TO  BE  HIS  BEST,  AND  TO  DO 
HIS  BEST.  If  we  take  care  of  this  duty,  all 
our  other  duties  will  take  care  of  themselves. 
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"Two  Or  Three . . . — Or  Even  One" 


IMPROVEMENT  ERA 


The  Lieutenant  blinked  his  eyes  as  he  came 
out  of  the  darkened  bunker.  Placing  the 
familiar  olive-drab  helmet  on  his  head,  he 
turned  listlessly  to  a  clump  of  trees  nearby. 

He  was  young,  yet  old.  Enclosing  his  tall, 
lean  frame  were  ill-fitting  fatigues.  On  one 
lapel  of  his  pocket  rested  a  silver  bar,  on  the 
other,  crossed  rifles.  He  wasn't  much  different 
from  any  other  combat  platoon  leader  except 
that  under  his  .45  rested  a  book  few  others 
carried — the  Book  of  Mormon. 

A  first  glance  would  lead  one  to  think  him 
a  college  senior  A  second  look  would  dis- 
close a  countenance  full  of  darkness  weighted 
down  by  waging  war.  The  darkness  also 
saturated  his  mind.  It  came  from  the  ex- 
perience of  throwing  a  carbine  over  his 
shoulder  and,  with  forty  men,  entering  enemy 
lines. 

The  sun  was  warm,  the  breeze  soft,  the 
trees  green;  spring  was  clothed  in  beautiful 
garments.  The  young  officer  was  completely 
oblivious  to  his  surroundings  as  self-pity  and 
despair  enveloped  him. 

"Why,"  the  inner  voice  asked,  "was  I  called 
back  into  the  army?  After  a  mission  preach- 
ing peace  and  brotherly  love,  why  am  I  sent 
to  war?  When  will  I  find  another  Mormon 
with  whom  I  could  hold  a  meeting?" 

He  came  abruptly  out  of  unreality  when 
the  whine  of  artillery  struck  his  ears.  Instinc- 
tively his  body  answered  as  he  churned  a  few 
steps  and  buried  himself  into  the  side  of  the 
hill.  He  heard  the  rounds  whistle  over  and 
watched  them  strike  behind  him  on  the  floor 
of  the  Punchbowl.  He  lay  still  a  few 
moments  then  lazily  rolled  on  his  side  and 
watched  the  little  puffs  of  destruction  weave  a 
pattern  below.  That  became  tiresome,  so  he 
began  to  count  the  time  between  the  report  of 
the  gun  and  the  burst  of  the  shell. 

Unconsciously  he  began  to  finger  his  holster 
when  his  hand  fell  upon  the  Book  of  Mormon 
that  the  servicemen's  committee  had  sent  to 
him.     "Why  did  I  bring  this  along?" 

As  his  eyes  fondly  viewed  the  now  tattered 
cover,  he  realized  for  the  first  time  that  it  was 
Sunday.  Speaking  aloud,  although  he  realized 
there  was  none  to  hear,  he  voiced,  "I'll  read 
the  Book  of  Mormon.  Perhaps  it  will  make 
me  feel  better." 

The  book  fell  open  to  Mosiah.  The  wind 
turned  a  few  pages  where  he  saw  many  pas- 


sages underlined  in  red.  Inserting  his  finger, 
he  noticed  the  heading  to  the  chapter — "King 
Benjamin's  address  continued  — -  Another 
prophecy  of  the  Christ— more  concerning  the 
atonement."  He  remembered  King  Benjamin 
and  decided  it  was  there  he  should  read. 

"And  again,  my  brethren,  I  would  call  your 
attention  .  .  ."  but  his  thoughts  left  the 
printed  words  and  returned  to  his  unhappy  lot. 
After  many  paragraphs  without  really  reading, 
he  stopped  and  started  over.  Once  again  his 
mind  wandered,  and  he  read  words  but  not 
thoughts. 

He  stopped  again  and  muttered  his  disgust 
for  not  concentrating.  The  rounds  ceased  to 
fall  so  he  looked  up,  noticing  the  sun  for  the 
first  time.  Without  knowing  why,  he  began  to 
sing: 

Welcome,  welcome,  Sabbath  morning, 
Now  we  rest  from  every  care. 
Welcome,  welcome  is  thy  dawning. 
Holy  Sabbath,  day  of  prayer. 
Lovely  teachers  kindly  greet  us, 
As  we  meet  in  Sunday  School, 
With  their  loving  hearts  to  teach  us 
Of  the  Saviour's  Golden  Rule. 

After  one  verse  he  stopped,  as  all  the  harsh 
unmusical  tones  which  came  forth  discouraged 
him.  With  a  chuckle  he  recalled  his  senior 
companion  in  the  mission  field  placing  his 
arms  around  him,  calling  him  by  name,  and 
saying,  "There  must  be  a  lot  of  music  in  you 
'cause  none  of  it  has  ever  come  out." 

With  the  song  and  a  chuckle  he  began  to 
read,  and  the  words  of  Benjamin  began  to  live. 
As  Benjamin  spoke  of  the  angel  and  the  com- 
ing Christ,  the  young  lieutenant  could  feel  his 
bosom  begin  to  swell.  In  simplicity  he  thanked 
God  for  the  wonderful  mission  of  the  Saviour. 
In  searching  his  soul  he  discovered  himself  not 
willing  enough  to  yield  to  the  enticings  of  the 
Holy  Spirit — not  meek,  humble,  patient,  full 
of  love,  or  willing  to  submit  to  all  things  which 
the  Lord  sees  fit  to  inflict  upon  us.  These 
words  washed  his  mind  of  the  darkness.  He 
continued  reading,  replacing  that  darkness  with 
light. 

He  now  found  breathing  difficult;  tears  of 

joy  came  to  his  eyes  as  he  realized  the  full 

import  of  Benjamin's  message.    He  whispered, 

"Thank    you,   thank   you  very   much    for  the 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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ALL  MIRACLES  FROM  GOD? 


The  question  often  comes  to  our  minds: 
Can  Satin  cure  people  and  perform  mighty 
miracles?  Each  day  we  read  or  hear  stories 
of  people  going  from  place  to  place  healing 
the  sick,  publicly  demonstrating  their  "powers." 
But  we  have  been  told  by  the  Prophets  of  God 
that  only  those  holding  the  Holy  Priesthood 
have  the  authority  from  God  to  do  these  things; 
so  again  the  question  is  raised :  How  do  they 
do  these  works? 

We  know  that  in  the  pre-existence  Lucifer 
was  an  intelligent  and  powerful  spirit  but 
wanted  to  force  us  to  do  the  will  of  God.  When 
Christs'  plan  of  free-agency  was  accepted  a 
change  took  place  and  Lucifer  and  one-third 
of  the  hosts  of  heaven  were  cast  out.  Their 
punishment  was  that  they  could  never  gain  a 
mortal  body,  thus  all  down  through  the  ages 
we  read  accounts  of  these  spirits  trying  to  gain 
entrance  to  any  type  of  body.  (Luke  8 :  26-27). 
Lucifer  or  Satan  is  still  intelligent  and  has 
certain  powers.  So  we  know  today  that  there 
are  two  forces  in  the  world :  A.  the  power  of 
God.  and  B.  the  power  of  Satin. 

From  the  beginning  of  time  in  all  countries 
people  have  demonstrated  unnatural  powers, 
even  to  the  healing  of  the  sick  and  performing 
mighty  miracles.  We  read  of  many  examples 
in  our  Bible  and  history  books.  For  example, 
when  Moses  and  Aaron  went  before  the 
Pharaoh  to  do  the  will  of  God,  the  court 
magicians  were  able  to  duplicate  many  of  the 
wonders  done  through  the  priesthood.  But 
when  the  real  test  came,  could  the  magicians 
and  sooth-sayers  divide  the  waters  of  the  Red 
Sea  and  cross  on  dry  land? 

The  devil's  powers  are  limited  and  subject 
to  the  priesthood.  In  the  days  of  Joseph  the 
court  magicians  were  unable  to  tell  the 
Pharaoh  what  his  dream  was  and  what  it 
meant,  because  it  was  a  dream  from  God,  and 
only  through  the  priesthood  could  it  be  inter- 
preted. 

There  is  no  doubt  at  all  about  Satan  having 
great  power  to  do  some  of  these  things,  as  he 
can  appear  in  the  form  of  an  angel  of  light, 
as  he  did  when  he  tried  to  hinder  the  restora- 
tion of  certain  keys  but  was  stopped  by 
Michal.    (D  &  C  128:20) 

The  Saviour  declared  that  the  devil  had  the 
power  to  bind  bodies  of  men  and  sorely  afflict 
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them  (Luke  13  :  16),  but  he  cannot  take  our  life 
away.  If  Satan  has  the  power  to  bind  bodies 
surely  he  has  the  power  to  loose  them.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  Satan  has  great 
knowledge  and  thereby  can  exercise  to  some 
extent  control  of  the  elements,  when  some 
greater  power  does  not  intervene. 

When  a  man  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
healing  the  sick  and  performing  mighty  works 
he  will  come  in  all  humility.  He  will  not  tell 
the  people  to  join  just  "any  church"  but  will 
proclaim  a  clear  doctrine  of  the  teachings  of 
Christs*  true  Church.  If  one  comes  and 
teaches  his  own  doctrines  though  he  may  do 
mighty  works  it  is  a  sure  sign  that  he  has  not 
been  called  by  God.  For  Jesus  Himself  said 
"Many  will  say  to  me  in  that  day,  Lord,  Lord, 
have  we  not  prophesied  in  thy  name?  and  in 
thy  name  have  cast  out  devils?  and  in  thy 
name  done  many  wonderful  works?  And  then 
will  I  profess  unto  them,  I  never  knew  you: 
depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity.  (Matt. 
7 :    22-23)  (Joseph  Fielding  Smith ). 

On  many  occasions  when  the  Saviour  healed 
the  sick.  He  told  them  not  to  make  Him  or  His 
works  known.  And  again  in  this  dispensation 
the  Lord  has  instructed  the  Elders  of  the 
Church  that  as  they  go  forth  in  humility  and 
faith,  they  should  in  His  name  "do  many  things 
and  wonderful  works,  cast  out  devils,  heal  the 
sick,  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  unstop  the 
ears  of  the  deaf,  and  cause  the  dumb  to 
speak."  But  He  also  said,  "A  commandment 
I  give  unto  them,  that  they  shall  not  boast 
themselves  of  these  things,  neither  speak  of 
them  before  the  world;  for  these  things  are 
given  unto  you  for  your  profit  and  salvation." 
(D  &  C  84:  66-74) 

So  we  can  see  that  Satan  does  have  a  certain 
amount  of  power  and  definitely  can  work 
many  wonders  and  perform  miracles,  but  his 
works  can  be  detected  because  of  the  publicity 
and  unsure  doctrine  accompanying  them.  His 
purpose  is  to  lead  us  away  for  the  paths  of 
righteousness  and  to  keep  us  from  regaining 
the  presence  of  God. 

The  Saviour  told  us  of  two  kinds  of  prophets 
(Mathew  7:  15,  22-23).  They  are:  those 
called  of  God,  and  those  who  called  them- 
selves prophets  by  gaining  fame  through  other 
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means.     He  warned  us  against  the  latter. 

There  are  two  powers  in  the  world,  and  it  is 
up  to  us  to  discern  truth  from  error.  I  pray 
that  we  might  always  be  guided  in  the  paths 
of  truth.  The  Priesthood  is  on  the  earth,  and 
is  the  power  given  to  man  to  act  in  the  name 
of  God.  It  is  given  to  man  by  God,  but  only 
to  those  who  are  members  of  His  true  Church. 


(Continued  from  page  5) 

Book  of  Mormon  and  the  Prophet  Benjamin." 

He  became  so  excited  he  had  to  stand  and 
read  aloud — as  in  church  back  home.  The 
words  of  inspiration  spoken  by  Benjamin,  over 
two  thousand  years  before,  seemed  to  have 
spoken  especially  for  him  of  the  Korean  battle- 
ground in  1953.  He  had  to  turn  to  see  if  he 
were  alone,  for  he  felt  the  presence  of  a  flood 
of  testimonies — as  in  a  missionary  conference. 

He  then  noticed  the  breeze,   the   trees,   the 
Punchbowl    majestically    holding    the    moun- 
tains around  it.     He  read — "Believe    in    God, 
believe  that  he  is  and  that  he  created  all  things 
both  in  heaven  and  in    earth."     He    paused, 
closed  his  eyes  ,and  in  a  low,  firm  voice  began: 
High  on  the  mountain  top 
A  banner  is  unfurled. 
Ye  nations  now  look  up,  it  waves 

to  all  the  world. 
In   Deseret's  sweet  peaceful  land.     On 
Zion's  mount 

Maybe  it  was  the  breeze,  maybe  it  was  the 
day,  maybe  it  was  excitement,  but  that  song 
wasn't  harsh  and  unmusical  but  sweet  and 
lyrical. 

Again  he  read,  edified  by  each  new  thought. 
He  understood  for  the  first  time  the  simple 
truth  of  why  his  father  fed  tramps  and  why 
his  mother  worked  so  hard  to  be  neigh- 
bourly. The  more  momentous  precepts  like 
charity  and  service  became  understandable. 

He  realized  much  time  had  passed.  A  glance 
at  his  watch  revealed  an  hour  and  a  half — a 
sacrament  meeting. 

Gone  were  the  thoughts  of  despair  and  dis- 
couragement. He  could  see  the  sun,  feel  the 
wind,  and  bask  in  the  glory  of  a  church  ser- 
vice. It  was  impossible  to  recall  the  problems 
he  had  found,  for  they  had  been  dissolved. 

From  deep  inside  his  soul  the  accompani- 
ment sounded  for  his  closing  song — 
When    upon    life's    billows    you    are    tempest 

tossed, 
When  you  are  discouraged  thinking  all  is  lost. 
Count  your  many  blessings,  name  them  one 
by  one, 


And  it  will  surprise  you  what  the  Lord  hath 
done. 

If  you  glanced  at  his  face  and  not  his 
apparel,  you  might  have  mistaken  him  for  an 
elder  bowing  his  head  to  close  a  street  meet- 
ing.   His  was  a  face  glorying  in  God*. 

"My  Father  in  heaven,  I  wish  to  thank  you 
for  the  lovely  day  and  for  the  things  you  have 
given  me.  I  ask  thee  to  bless  my  loved  ones 
wherever  they  are  that  they  may  be  protected. 
Bless  those  at  Panmunjon  that  they  may  be 
peacemakers.  And  thank  thee.  Father,  for  all 
things.     In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.    Amen." 

He  opened  his  eyes — looked  around  and  up. 
On  came  his  helmet,  into  his  pocket  under  the 
.45  he  placed  the  Book  of  Mormon.  His  coun- 
tenance was  bright,  his  mind  clean  as  he  re- 
called, "When  two  or  three  are  gathered  to- 
gether in  my  name,  there  I  am  also  .  .  ."  he 
mused,  "or  even  if  it's  only  one." 

Then  came  the  postlude  — 
I  know  that  my  Redeemer  lives. 
What  comfort  this  sweet  sentence  gives, 
He  lives,  He  lives.  He  lives! 

ARRIVALS 

Elders  Graham  1.  W hidden,  Ray  M.  Steven- 
son, John  Larry  Nelson,  James  H.  Thomas, 
Jack  M.  Holt,  and  Paul  J.  Vance  arrived 
aboard  the  Winchester  Castle  December  20th, 
1956.  Elder  Whidden  was  assigned  to  labour 
in  Port  Elizabeth  with  Elder  I.  K.  Burbank; 
Elder  Vance  in  East  London  with  Elder  E.  C. 
Orr;  Elder  Holt  in  Salisbury  with  Elder  F.  A. 
Badger;  Elder  Stevenson  in  the  Transvaal  with 
Elder  D.  A.  Hunt;  Elder  Nelson  in  the  Trans- 
vaal with  Elder  G.  D.  Beazer;  Elder  Thomas 
in  the  Transvaa  lwith  Elder  S.  R.  Jones. 

PRIESTHOOD  CORNER 

Just  at  the  turn  of  the  year,  when  the  old 
changes  to  the  new  many  turn  to  deep  reflec- 
tion of  past  achievements  and  progress;  of 
misdemeanours  and  weaknesses  not  overcome. 
The  season  should  bring  a  certain  amount  of 
peace  within  and  towards  others — a  blessed 
condition,  if  only  it  could  remain  constant. 
This  reflection  to  us  may  be  religious  and 
spiritual,  particularly  to  the  members  of  the 
Quorum  of  Elders. 

We  should  critically  and  searchingly 
analyse  our  lives  and  actions,  and  resolutely 
seek  to  increase  our  worthiness  so  that  we  may 
be  more  fit  to  magnify  the  holy  callings  be- 
stowed upon  us.  Every  well  organised  business 
takes  stock  of  its  assets  and  liabilities  yearly, 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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with  a  view  to  remove  any  weaknesses.  Each 
item  in  the  Balance  Sheet  is  scrutinised  for  in- 
creases and  decreases  and  the  resultant  cause. 
We  as  bearers  of  the  Priesthood  of  God  need 
just  the  very  same  strict  analysis  periodically, 
but  possibly  more  frequently.  The  assets  and 
liabilities  in  our  lives  are  the  good  and  evil 
deeds.  They  should  be  carefully  studied  and 
rectified,  so  as  to  be  more  in  tune  with  our 
Father  in  Heaven  and  His  guiding  Spirit  which 
is  so  necessary  to  fulfill  our  responsibilities. 

What  worth  has  the  past  year  been  to  us 
as  individuals,  and  as  a  Quorum?  How  have 
we  used  our  time,  which  is  actually  God's 
time  loaned  to  us?     Have  we    accepted    the 


many  opportunities  to  bless  people,  to  comfort 
the  bereaved,  to  strengthen  the  sorrowing,  to 
care  for  the  needy,  and  generally  magnify  our 
Priesthood?  Does  the  authority  we  hold  mean 
anymore  to  us  now  than  it  did  last  year  at 
this  time?  Are  we  any  more  conscious  of  our 
responsibilities  to  the  Quorum,  to  our  fellow- 
men,  to  ourselves,  and  to  our  church  as  an 
organization?  Are  we  any  more  conscious  of 
the  calling  that  is  ours  and  the  power  that  we 
can  manifest  by  righteous  living? 

Priesthood  is  not  just  another  office  in  the 
church.  It  is  the  directing  agency  between 
God  and  man;  the  government  of  God 
throughout  His  Kingdom,  on  earth  and  above; 
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Standing,   left  to  right : 

T.   E.  Moloney — Branch   Clerk. 

R.    G.    Willson — Second  Counsellor. 

W .   P.   Randall — First   Counsellor. 

Sitting,  left  to  right : 

T.  Owen — Assistant  Branch  Clerk. 
J.   M.  Jakins — Branch  President. 

The  growth  of  the  South  African  Mission 
during  the  past  few  years  can  be  attributed 
largely  to  the  visit  paid  us  by  President  David 
O.  McKay  during  January  1954.  As  a  result 
of  this  visit  local  brethren  were  blessed  to 
receive  the  priesthood.  This  blessing  of  the 
priesthood  has  given  more  members  an  in- 
centive and  desire  to  participate  in  the  affairs, 
plans  and  government  of  the  church.  There 
can  be  no  real  progress  without  participation. 


With  special  reference  now  to  the  building 
of  chapels  in  this  land,  we  are  indeed  grateful 
for  the  long-sighted  policy  of  former  Mission 
Presidents  and  especially  to  President  Duncan 
who  has  nurtured  and  brought  to  realization 
the  dreams  of  many  Saints  in  this  country. 

The  erection  and  completion  of  the  Durban 
chapel  has  been  a  milestone  in  the  history  of 
the  Durban  Branch.  When  the  writer  was 
asked  to  write  this  article  about  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Durban  Branch  he  felt  somewhat 
inadequate  as  he  only  joined  the  Church  a 
little  over  31  years  ago.  Nevertheless,  as  my 
mind  goes  back  over  those  short  but  eventful 
years  I  can  see  a  definite  change. 

Before  1954  at  the  services  the  missionaries 
were  the  ones  who  invariably  opened  and 
closed  with  prayer,  blessed  the  sacrament, 
delivered  the  addresses,  taught  the  Sunday 
School  classes  and  generally  conducted  the 
meetings.  Attendance  at  priesthood  meetings 
at  that  time  was  from  8  to  10  members. 

To-day  the  local  brethren  holding  the  priest- 
hood carry  out  the  affairs  of  the  branches  and 
the  missionaries  have  been  released  from  these 
duties  for  full  time  proselyting  work.  Interest 
and  activity  at  priesthood  meetings  have  in- 
creased until  often  times  30  members  attend. 

It  has  been  wonderfully  inspiring  to  see  how 
well  the  saints  have  pulled  together  in  Durban. 
Nevertheless,  the  Branch  Presidency  in  thank- 
ing the  Durban  members  for  their  help  and 
co-operation,  would  like  to  remind  each  of  us 
to  remember  that  Satan  is  at  this  time  making 
a  final  determined  effort  to  overthrow  the 
Kingdom  of  our  Father  in  Heaven.  Let  us 
therefore  keep  watch  over  our  tongues  and 
actions. 

As  we  carry  the  Christmas  Spirit  into  the 
New  Year  may  the  Lord  grant  the  righteous 
desires  of  our  hearts. 


the  channel  of  revelations.  Priesthood  in  the 
sense  in  which  it  is  used  in  revealed  religion, 
is  the  power  and  authority  of  God,  conferred 
upon  man,  by  which  he  acts  for  God,  and  in 
His  name.  Brethren,  let  us  give  some  reflec- 
tion to  its  importance.  Those  who  received 
the  priesthood  represent  God.  We  believe  in 
the  eternal  nature  of  human  personality,  thus 
the  acts  performed  in  the  True  Church  must 
have  an  everlasting  nature,  and  only  the 
church  that  performs  ordinances  that  carry  over 
in  the  everlasting  glories  has  the  Holy  Priest- 
hood of  God.  A  very  steadying  thought.  Our 
use  of  the  priesthood  determines  whether  or 
not  it  stays  with  us  and  to  what  extent.     Re- 


member, the  right  to  use  it  completely  disap- 
pears in  unrighteous  living. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  on  one  occasion 
said:  "In  all  your  trials  and  tribulations  be 
careful  not  to  betray  your  God — your  priest- 
hood. 

Let  us  my  dear  brothers  in  the  Quorum 
strengthen  our  lives  against  the  day  when  we 
are  called  to  judgment,  when  our  final  balance 
sheet  will  determine  our  endless  state. 

Sincerely, 

The  Quorum  Presidency. 
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By  KEN  RIX 

It  must  be  rather  discouraging  for  a 
missionary  who,  when  meeting  with  investi- 
gators of  this  church,  sees  from  time  to  time 
that  certain  non-committal  smile  appear  and 
spread  to  a  broad  grin  of  scepticism. 

Well,  the  missionary  certainly  is  entitled  to 
sympathy  and  support,  but  what  of  the  serious 
would-be  convert  —  that  poor  misguided 
worldly  fellow  that  collates  Pixie  Fairies  and 
Angels  under  the  same  wide  heading  '"FOR 
CHILDREN   ONLY"? 

All  the  way  for  him  it  is  an  uphill  battle  and 
the  spark  of  interest  first  kindled  by  the 
missionaries  is  fcrever  in  danger  or  expiring. 
Besides  being  sceptical  he  is  a  cynic  and  when 
he  is  not  cynical  he  is  critical.  Mercifully, 
however,  he  has  another  failing — and  para- 
doxically through  this  he  finds  the  road  to 
salvation.  He  has  the  bad  habit  of  labelling 
things,  ideas  and  people  etc.  Everything  has 
to  be  classed  and  included  under  one  category 
or  another.  And  so  the  problem  now  is  where 
to  pigeonhole  "Mormonism."  Is  it  false  or  is 
it  true?  Is  it  a  fraud?  What  is  the  label  for 
"Mormonism"? 

He  has  to  start  from  scratch  with  the 
material  and  guidance  furnished  by  the 
missionaries  and  slowly  his  knowledge  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
increases. 

One  day  he  discusses  all  this  with  a  friend 
who  apparently  is  trying  to  live  the  Christian 
principles  subscribed  to  by  his  own  church. 
This  discussion  is  shortlived  and  soon  becomes 
a  protracted  argument  which  lasts  for  several 
weeks,  culminating  (unnecessary  as  it  may  be 
to  add)  in  a  stalemate.  (Our  investigator, 
although  he  does  not  realize  it.  has  been  find- 


'WHAT     LABEL 
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ing    arguments    in    favour    of    "Mormonism' 
during  this  time). 

Coinciding  with  the  discussion  stage  is  the 
bookworm  period.     The  missionaries  say  that 

the  way  to  find  the  truth  is  to  read  and  pray. 
He  takes  their  advice  and  reads  what  they 
have  to  olfer,  praying  about  it.  The  Book  of 
Mormon  genuinely  impresses  but  its  impact  is 
blighted  by  literature  against  "Mormonism" 
which  by  this  time  has  found  its  way  into  the 
hands  of  the  investigator. 

The  question  of  the  Adam-God  theory 
suddenly  becomes  paramount  and  like  every- 
thing else  taken  out  of  its  context,  it  wrongly 
cloaks  itself  with  an  importance  far  in  excess 
of  anything  President  Brigham  Young  ever 
said.  The  views  of  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  on 
this  subject  are  a  great  help. 

Four  months  have  now  passed  since  first 
meeting  with  the  missionaries  and  the  urge  is 
felt  to  go  to  church  services.  One  Sunday 
night  our  investigator  ventures  out  and  fir^t 
impressions  are  made.  The  chapel  is  not  as 
beautiful  as  the  one  nearest  home  but  it  is  built 
on  clean  lines  and  the  acoustics  are  good.  The 
people  are  kind.  The  speakers  are  wonderful 
and  possess  something  which  although  at  first 
is  difficult  to  detect,  is  soon  recognized  as  that 
rare  and  precious  jewel  named  sincerity. 

And  so  a  miracle  is  wrought.  The  un- 
believer develops  faith — faith  in  God,  faith  in 
Joseph  Smith,  faith  in  "Mormonism."  A 
memorable  Sunday  dawns  and  baptism  is  the 
privilege  that  day. 

Thus.  Brothers  and  Sisters,  when  next  we 
pray  let  us  remember  the  investigator.  Let  us 
pray  that  the  knowledge  of  this  church  is 
presented  to  him  in  a  manner  pleasing  to  God. 
Let  us  pray  that  he  will  be  honest  with  himself 
and  will  value  veracity  as  a  "Pearl  of  Great 
Price."  And  when  he  eventually  enters  the 
waters  of  baptism  let  us  pray  that  he  will  be 
blessed  with  an  understanding  that  the  way  to 
salvation  is  a  road  of  progression  which  lasts 
a  lifetime:  that  at  the  end  he  may  be  able  to 
say  "I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished 
my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith."  (II  Timothv 
4:7). 
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How  well  the  Lord  has  blessed  the  Saints  in 
South  Africa.  In  the  cities  of  Durban,  Springs, 
and  Port  Elizabeth  can  be  found  beautiful 
chapels,  places  of  worship,  erected  after  much 
hard  work  to  our  Father  in  Heaven,  so  that  we 
might  meet  together  often  to  give  our  thanks 
and  reverence  His  name.  Yes,  the  Lord  has 
blessed  us  greatly  an^l  will  continue  to  bless 
us  with  other  beautiful  edifices,  such  as  the 
chapel  in  Johannesburg,  which  is  fast  nearing 
completion  and  which  will  soon  take  its  place 
as  another  house  of  worship. 

Now  that  we  have  these  beautiful  places  of 
worship  what  are  we  doing  to  show  our  thanks 
and  appreciation  to  our  Father  in  Heaven? 
Perhaps  the  best  way  to  show  our  gratitude  ib 
by  being  reverent  in  our  chapels.  Let  us  ask 
ourselves:  when  we  gather  in  our  meetings 
are  our  thoughts  "single  to  the  Glory  of  God," 
or  are  we  out  of  tune  with  His  Spirit?  Upon 
entering  our  chapels  do  we  greet  one  another 
in  a  subdued  tone  showing  our  reverence,  or 
do  we  speak  up  to  be  heard  by  all?  These 
are  some  of  the  things  we  must  consider, 
remembering  that  wherever  we  meet,  be  it  in 
a  humble  home,  a  hallowed  hall,  or  a  building 
expert  in  architecture  and  praised  by  the  eyes 
of  men,  it  still  demands  cur  most  sincere  and 
reverential  conduct  and  respect. 

Brothers  and  Sisters,  we  love  and  honour 
our  Father  in  Heaven  and  for  this  reason  we 
have  been  willing  to  sacrifice  much  in  order  to 
have  chapels  in  which  to  meet.  We  have 
worked  hard  and  long.  We  have  prayed 
earnestly  that  our  dreams  for  these  buildings 
might  be  realized.  We  have  seen  some  of  these 
dreams  come  true  and  our  prayers  answered. 
These  chapels  have  now  been  built  and  set 
apart  as  houses  of  worship  which  means  that 
all  who  enter  therein  should  do  so  with  the 
intent  of  growing  nearer  the  Lord,  thus  show- 
ing our  love  for  him.  We  do  this  by  partaking 
of  the  Sacrament  and  singing  praises  to  His 
Holy  name. 

Alma,  speaking  to  his  son  Corianton,  re- 
proved him  for  his  misconduct  because,  said 
he:  "How  great  iniquity  ye  brought  upon  the 
Zoramites;  for  when  they  saw  your  conduct 
they  would  not  believe  in  my  words." 

Brothers  and  Sisters,  let  us  not  be  guilty  of 
this  error  of  misconduct.  We  are  a  missionary 
church.    We  are  preaching  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 


Christ  and  our  actions  as  well  as  our  words 
must  show  this,  both  on  the  streets  and  in  our 
chapels.  We  owe  our  reverence  to  our  Branch 
and  District  and  Mission  Presidencies,  and 
above  all,  wd  owe  it  to  our  Heavenly  Father. 

Dear    Lord    and    Father   of   mankind 

Forgive  our  feverish  ways; 

Reclothe  us  in  our  rightful  mind: 

In  purer  lives  thy  service  find. 

In  deeper  reverence,  praise. 
May  the  Lord  bless  you  all.  As  you  meet 
together  in  your  meetings  may  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  dwell  within  each  of  you  to  inspire 
you  to  be  humble,  sincere,  and  reverent,  I  pray 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 


A   CHALLENGE 

One  of  the  most  contagious  diseases  is 
measles,  but  did  you  ever  consider  that  good 
things  can  be  contagious,  too?  Wear  a  smile, 
and  you  will  find  few  people  who  can  resist  it. 
Unlike  measles,  however,  the  oftener  you  catch 
it,  the  more  susceptible  you  become. 

Everyone  has  heard  that  you  use  fewer 
muscles  to  smile  than  to  frown,  but  is  that  the 
reason  why  we  should  smile?  There  is  no 
doubt  that  a  person  accustomed  to  smiling  has 
a  pleasanter  face  than  an  habitual  frowner. 
Permanent  frown  lines  are  disfiguring,  but 
smile  lines  are  an  asset  and  are  considered  be- 
coming. 

A  smile  will  help  you  to  be  more  polite  to 
those  with  whom  you  come  in  contact.  Could 
you  smile  at  someone  waiting  for  a  bus  and 
then  rudely  push  your  way  in  front  of  him?  It 
is  improbable,  because  you  automatically  feel 
friendly  towards  someone  at  whom  you  have 
smiled.  Next  time  you  are  in  a  hurry  because 
you  feel  it  is  necessary  to  be  in  two  places  at 
once,  try  smiling  at  people.  You  will  have  to 
slow  your  pace  and  relax  your  tense  muscles, 
and  you  will  be  less  likely  to  worry. 

Maybe  people  will  think  you  are  crazy,  but 
that's  better  than  proving  yourself  grouchy, 
selfish,  and  unfriendly — don't  you  think? 

A  smile  challenges  the  other  person  to  smile 
back.  Resolve  to  challenge  everyone  you 
meet,  and  the  world  will  be  a  brighter  place 
for  you  as  you  help  to  make  it  bright  for 
others. 
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"PEARLS   OF   GREAT   PRICE" 


Hi  man!  How  are  you?  Gee,  it  is  great  to 
see  you!  How  is  the  work  up  north?  I  can 
see  that  you  haven't  lost  any  weight!  What 
do  you  hear  from  home? 

These  phrases  were  echoed  time  and  time 
again  December  10  and  11  as  the  South  Afri- 
can missionaries  gathered  to  begin  the  week- 
long  convention  of  1956,  held  at  Cape  Town. 
All  of  them  had  been  looking  forward  to  this 
event  as  a  time  of  rejoicing,  thanksgiving,  in- 
creasing their  effectiveness  in  teaching  the 
Gospel,  and  strengthening  their  testimonies  of 
the  Restoration  in  these  last  days.  No  one  was 
disappointed  for  the  realization  was  as  greaf 
if  not  greater  than   the  anticipation. 

Monday  evening  was  spent  eating,  talking 
and  playing  games  by  the  missionaries  who 
arrived  that  morning.  The  remainder  arrived 
Tuesday  morning  and  the  convention  officially 
started  Tuesday  afternoon,  with  President 
Duncan  reviewing  the  assignments  and  giving 
instructions  for  the  coming  week. 

Tuesday  through  Friday  the  missionaries 
carried  out  their  assignments  well,  bringing 
forth  new  and  interesting  ideas  in  presenting 
the  principles  of  the  Gospel  to  others.  In 
addition  to  having  the  basic  lessons  reviewed 
such  topics  as  missionary  rules,  use  of  money, 
etiquette,  public  speaking,  health,  and  the  use 
of  visual  aids  were  treated.  The  truths  which 
were  learned  from  these  assignments  will  be  of 
great  benefit  to  all  in  the  sacred  work  of  pro- 
claiming the  Gospel  of  our  Saviour  to  the 
honest  in  heart  souls  in  South  Africa.  Through 
prayerful  preparation  those  handling  the  sub- 
jects were  able  to  inspire  every  missionary  to 
set  higher  goals  and  pledge  more  diligence  in 
the  work  of  our  heavenly  Father. 

Between  sessions  of  convention  and  at  meal 
times  the  hall  was  buzzing  with  excitement  a> 
preparations  were  being  made  for  the  concert 
given  Friday  evening  in  honour  of  the  Fishers. 
Members  and  friends  of  the  Cape  District  en- 
joyed the  skits,  poems,  and  musicals  presented 
by  the  missionaries. 

The  highlight  of  the  convention  came 
Saturday  the  15th  when  the  missionaries  met 
in  a  testimony  meeting.  Each  one  present 
stood  and  expressed  deep  gratitude  for  his 
parents  and  many  blessings,  bearing  testimony 


to  the  Atoning  Sacrifice  of  the  Saviour  and 
the  Divine  Mission  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith.  No  doubt  the  Lord  was  pleased  as  His 
servants  told  of  their  love  for  one  another  and 
for  the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged.  Ihe 
spirit  of  peace,  goodwill,  and  testimony  which 
was  so  rich  in  that  meeting  found  a  permanent 
place  in  everyone's  heart;  the  memories  ot 
such  a  spiritual  feast  are  truly  Pearls  of  Great 
Price. 

Sunday  morning  found  the  chapel  and  part 
of  the  recreation  Hall  filled  with  members  and 
friends.  Speaking  at  this  session  were  the 
Supervising  Elders  of  some  of  the  Districts  in 
the  mission,  while  at  the  evening  session 
President  and  Sister  Fisher  and  Gary  spoke. 

A  brief  meeting  Monday  morning  ended  the 
1956  Convention,  and  though  every  missionary 
hated  to  see  it  come  to  an  end  each  rejoiced  ac 
the  blessings  and  helps  derived  therefrom. 

At  the  sound  of  the  train  whistle  Monday 
evening  the  missionaries  exchanged  sincere 
hearty  handshakes  and  wishes  for  each  other's 
health,  happiness,  and  success  in  spreading  the 
glorious  message  of  the  Restored  Gospel. 

L.E.D. 


STATISTICS 

DEATHS 
BILLETT,    Cheryl    Lorraine     ( Durban  i — Novem- 
ber 23.  1956. 

BLESSINGS 
VAN  WYK,  Rosemary  Caroline   (Mowbray) — by 

Bernard   V.   Milne,  December  9,  1956. 
JEFFERIES,    Robert    Anthony     ( Mowbray  >—  by 

Leroy  H.  Duncan,  December  2,  1956. 

MARRIAGES 
FAGAN,   Richard    (Durban) — to   Beatrice    Joyce 
Ressell.  December  1,  1956. 


ORDINATIONS 
NAUDfi,     Andries    Jan     Gysbert     (Pietermaritz- 

burg) — Ronald     M.     Morrissey,     November     4. 

1956.— Priest. 
ELS,  Dirk  Jacobus   (Springs) — Ronald  C.  Louw. 

October  21,    1956.— Deacon. 
JCBBER,    Erold    (Springs) — Ronald   P.   Duncan, 

December  9.   1956.— Teacher. 
HULBERT,    Douglas    (Springs)—  Izak    C.    Louw, 

December   9.   1956.— Priest. 
WILLSON,   Malcolm   Gordon    (Durban) — Joseph 

M.  Jakins,  December  9.   1956. — Deacon. 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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BRANCH  AND    DISTRICT   ACTIVITIES 


BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Elder  F.  R.   Monson, 

20  King  Ave..  Bulawayo. 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  M.  Paterson. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber, an  inspiring  Baptismal  Service  was  held  at 
the  Bulawayo  Swimming  baths.  The  candidates 
for  baptism  were  Brother  Peter  Stuart  Gart- 
side  and  Sister  Angela  Mary  Paterson.  They 
were  both  confirmed  on  the  2nd  of  December. 
To  the  new  Saints  we  extend  a  hand  of  fellow- 
ship and  pray  the  Lord's  blessings  to  be  with 
them  always. 

The  Bulawayo  Elders  left  for  their  missionary 
convention  on  the  7th  of  December.  We  pray 
for  their  success. 

Sister  Paterson  and  family  are  spending  a 
much  needed  holiday  in  Natal. 

At  this  time  we  pray  that  all  of  the  Saints  in 
the  South  African  Mission  Field  had  a  very 
Merry  Christmas  and  will  enjoy  a  Happy  and 
Prosperous  New  Year. 

We  are  very  sorry  to  see  President  and  Sister 
Duncan  and  family  leave  these  shores,  but  we 
wish  to  thank  them  for  what  they  have  done  for 
us  as  the  Bulawayo  Branch.  May  the  Lord 
always  be  with  them. 

WELKOM  BRANCH 
Branch  President:     Elder  M.  D.  Caldwell, 

54   Juliet   Street,   Welkom. 
Branch   Reporter:      Sister  Mary  Dell. 

The  Welkom  Branch  is  flourishing,  and 
during  this  past  month  we  have  had  investi- 
gators at  several  of  our  services. 

The  Sunday  School  held  their  Christmas 
Party  on  Saturday  the  22nd  December  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Parkin.  Father 
Christmas  delivered  parcels  to  all  the  children 
and  a  very  enjoyable  afternoon  was  spent  by 
everyone  present. 

On  Sunday  the  23rd  December,  a  special 
Christmas  programme  was  arranged  by  the 
Sunday  School  Superintendency.  A  Christmas 
Carol  was  rendered  by  a  quartette  and  the 
children  sang  "Away  in  a  Manger"  with  sim- 
plicity known  only  to  children.  The  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  was  truly  with  us  at  this  meeting. 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
wishing  all  our  readers  a  Bright  and  Prosperous 
New  Year. 

PORT    ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Clarence  Doller, 

63  Heugh  Road.  Walmer,  Port  Elizabeth. 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  Madge  McHugh. 

During  the  month  the  Sunday  School  held 
their  Christmas  Tree  and  we  had  a  large  atten- 
dance. As  usual  Father  Christmas  put  in  an 
appearance  with  presents  for  the  younger 
members. 

The  Relief  Society  also  held  a  social  and 
during  the  evening  gifts  were  exchanged  by  all 
the  members. 

On  Saturday  morning.  8th  December,  Sister 
Jill  Welch  and  Brother  Hugh  Helm  were 
married.  We  wish  them  all  the  best  in  the 
future. 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Wilfred  S.  Wrench, 
31  18th  Street,  Parkhurst.  Johannesburg. 
Branch    Reporter:    Sister   Noreen   Krocsen. 

Primary  and  Relief  Society,  now  in  recess, 
closed  with  parties  during  the  month. 

The  Sunday  School  Christmas  Tree  was  held 
on  the  8th  of  December. 

The  M.I. A.  sponsored  a  camp  over  the  15th. 
16th.  and  17th  of  December.  They  also  gave  a 
very  enjoyable  Christmas  party  on  the  18th. 

The  evening  meeting  on  the  2nd  was  in  the 
capable  hands  of  the  Sunday  Sdhool. 

Brother  and  Sister  W.  Wrench  and  Brother 
and  Sister  J.  Brummer  were  blessed  with  new 
little  sons  recently. 

Hearty  congratulations  go  to  the  following 
who  were  married  at  Ramah  during  December: 
Sister  Miriam  Reckas  and  Mr.  Malcolm 
MacDerriot;  Sister  Jean  Sutherland  and  Mr. 
David  Moore;  Sister  Gloria  Wallace  and  Mr. 
Dennis  Cahill. 

The    Doll    Project    which    was    oiganized    by 
Sister    Gloria    Taylor  has    raised    £120    for    the 
Building  Fund.     Good  work,  Gloria. 
SPRINGS    BRANCH 
Branch   President:      H.  de  C.  Hugo, 
51  Athlone  Avenue.  Strubenvale.  Springs. 
Branch   Reporter:     Brother   N.   C.   van   Niekerk. 
Once  again  we  are  happy  to  report  that  the 
Springs   Branch   continues   to  enjoy  the   Lord's 
choicest  blessings. 

Although  the  auxiliaries  have  closed  official 
activities  for  the  Yule  Tide  season  each  seems 
to  find  some  good  excuse  to  remain  active. 

On  the  eve  of  the  26th  November  Elder  A.  A. 
Paxman  was  our  guest  speaker.  He  created 
quite  a  spiritual  stir  among  the  Saints. 

On  the  2nd  December  the  Sunday  School  once 
again  took  charge  of  the  Sacrament  Service 
putting  on  a  very  commendable  programme. 
Under  the  careful  guidance  of  Sister  Harris  the 
Primary  class  rendered  their  song  with  much 
sincerity.  The  two  speakers.  Sisters  M.  Futter 
and  Slurry  Sangahous.  delivered  remarkable 
addresses.  Sister  Nola  Troskie's  piano  solo  was 
a  piece  of  artistry  well  worthy  of  praise. 

We  were  happy  to  have  with  us  on  this  occa- 
sion too.  District  President  I.  C.  Louw  and 
Brother  and  Sister  Pretorius  from  Sesfontein. 

We  regret  to  lose  the  association  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Hutton  who  have  moved  to  Vereeni- 
ging  where  Brother  Hutton  has  taken  up  new 
employment. 

Brother  Reaford  and  family  are  at  present 
motoring  down  to  the  Cape  on  annual  leave. 

Over  the  Day  of  the  Covenant  weekend. 
Brothers  Val  van  Niekerk,  Noel  Futter  and 
Kenneth  Armstrong  motored  out  to  Rustenburg 
to  enjoy  the  bieak  from  the  common  daily 
tasks.  We  are  pleased  to  report  that  these  fine 
young  men  did  not  forget  they  are  members  of 
this  gieal  church. 

Sunday  School  held  its  annual  Christmas 
Tree  function  in  the  Recreation  Hall  on  the  eve 
of  the  20th  December.     It  was  a  great  success. 

The  Branch  Presidency  wishes  the  blessings 
of  the  Lord  to  be  with  all  the  Saints  in  the 
Mission  Field  in  the  New  Year. 
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TRANSFERS 


Name 

Elder  I.  K.  Burbank 

Elder  E.  C.  Orr 

Elder  L.  H.  Atwood 

Elder  J.  R.  Hicken 

Elder  W.   R.  Bennett 


From 


No.  Rhodesia 
Salisbury 
East  London 
Port  Elizabeth 
West  Rand 


MOWBRAY    BRANCH 

Branch    President:      Alwin   Hubert, 

129  Beach  Road,  Mouille  Point,  Cape. 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  Beatrice   Smith. 

"Flowers  and  women  always  go  together." 
The  truth  of  this  old  saying  was  proved  on  the 
29th  of  November  when  Mrs.  Harris  came  to 
demonstrate  to  the  Relief  Society  sisters  how 
to  arrange  flowers  beautifully. 

Primary  closed  for  the  1956  year  with  a  party 
on  Wednesday,  28th  November.  This  party  was 
also  a  farewell  to  the  Primary  members  who 
have  graduated.     It  was  a  wonderful  success. 

The  Sunday  School  took  charge  of  the  pro- 
gramme for  the  2nd  December.  Talks  by  various 
members  from  all  classes  gave  us  a  clear  insight 
of  the  educational  policy  of  the  Church.  Two 
very  lovely  numbers  were  rendered  by  the  choir. 

The  Relief  Society  was  responsible  for  the 
first  Christmas  Party  of  the  season.  After  the 
programme  and  refreshments  Sister  Hubert 
presented  gifts  to  the  Relief  Society  Sisters, 
with  special  reference  to  two  Sisters  who  have 
not  missed  a  meeting  this  year.  She  also 
presented  Sister  Nora  Duncan  and  Sister  Elna 
Duncan  with  parting  gifts  on  behalf  of  the 
Relief  Society.  We  thank  the  sisters  who 
laboured  behind  the  scenes  preparing  the  food 
and  cleaning  up. 

Sunday,  9th  December  was  Branch  Confe- 
rence. The  talks  and  the  music  were  full  of 
inspiration.  It  was  particularly  good  to  hear 
from  President  and  Sister  Duncan  as  we  shall 
not  have  many  more  opportunities  to  hear  them 
before  they  sail  for  the  States. 

It  was  splendid  to  renew  acquaintances  with 
the  missionaries  as  they  arrived  that  day  for 
their  convention. 

Convention  week  is  always  full  of  excitement, 
but  this  one  was  even  more  so  than  usual  with 
a  new  Mission  President  arriving  right  in  the 
middle  of  it.  We  certainly  extend  a  hearty 
welcome  to  President  and  Sister  Fisher  and 
family  and  pray  that  their  term  of  office  will  be 
filled  with  blessings. 

On  the  14th  a  reception  was  given  in  honour 
of  the  Fishers.  The  Branch  supplied  the 
refreshments  and  the  missionaries  supplied  the 
programme.  The  items  ranged  from  broad 
comedy  to  sacred  subjects,  and  we  all  thoroughly 
enjoyed  every  one. 

On  the  evening  of  the  16th,  we  heard  from 
President  Fisher,  Sister  Fisher,  and  son  Gary 
at  the  evening  service.  The  chapel  was  filled 
to  overflowing  and  more  benches  had  to  be 
brought  and  doors  opened  to  allow  more  people 
to  hear  the  messages. 


To 

Port  Elizabeth 
East  London 
East  Rand 
West  Rand 
No.  Rhodesia 


Date 

Dec.  16th.  1956. 

Dec.  16th,  1956. 

Dec.  16th.  1956. 

Dec.  16th,  1956. 

Dec.  16th,  1956. 


A  picnic  was  arranged  for  the  Day  of  the 
Covenant  and  a  group  of  our  young  people 
braved  unseasonable  weather  in  a  trip  to  Crown 
Forest. 

The  annual  "Meet  Me  at  Mutual'-  programme 
held  December  18th  took  the  form  of  the 
"Greatest  Show  on  Earth."  The  items  typified 
the  activities  of  the  M.I. A. 

The  event  awaited  by  old  and  young — the 
Branch  Christmas  Tree  Party — was  held  on 
Friday,  the  21st.  The  hall  was  decorated  with 
an  enormous  Christmas  Tree  dominating  the 
scene.  The  programme  was  filled  with  magic 
and  music  after  which  Santa  Clause  entered 
with  a  heavily-laden  sack.  Bright  little  faces 
grew  brighter  as  parcels  were  opened. 

The  members  of  the  choir  held  a  surprise 
party  for  Brother  Sam  Rayner  on  the  eve  of 
his  jubilee  anniversary. 

Brother  Alwin  Hubert  has  been  the  unwilling 
victim  of  virus  influenza  which  kept  him  in  bed 
over  Christmas.  We  pray  for  his  speedy 
recovery. 

We  extend  our  greetings  to  the  Saints  in 
South  Africa  and  hope  that  1957  will  be  a 
hallowed  and  blessed  year  for  the  Church. 


BAPTISMS 

(Continued  from  page  13) 

GOLDSMITH,  Elizabeth  Kathleen  (Salisbury)  — 

b.  and  c.  Kay  Holt  Salmon,  October  21,  1956. 
BOTHA,       Wilhelmina       Jacoba        (Le       Roux) 

(Springs)— b.  Henri  de  C.  Hugo;  c.  Reaford  E. 
Futter.  December  2,  1956. 

TALJAARD,  Daniel  John  Georg  (Springs)— b. 
Robert  Loran  Nelson;  c.  Arthur  W.  Hamilton. 
December  2,  1956. 

TALJAARD,  Adriaan  Johannes  Jnr.  (Springs) 
— b.  Robert  Loran  Nelson;  c.  Arthur  W. 
Hamilton.  December  2,  1956. 

VAN  ZYL,  Martha  Elizazbeth  (Styane) 
(Raman)—  b.  Stanley  R.  Jones:  c.  Nunham 
G.  Stanford.  December  2.  1956. 

VAN  ZYL,  Beryl  Joan  (Ramah>—  b.  Stanley  R. 
Jones;  c.  Nunham  G.  Stanford.  December  2 
1956. 

PIENAAR,    Andries    Albertus    (Ramah)—  b.    and 

c.  Richard  Ray  Olson,  December  2,   1956. 
PIENAAR,    Anna     Susanna     Ottolene     (Muller) 

(Ramah i— b.    Richard    Ray    Olson;    c.   Arthur 
W.  Hamilton,  December  2.   1956. 

PIENAAR,  Ellen  Maude  (Ramah)— b.  and  c. 
Richard  Ray  Olson,  December  2,  1956 
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Goodwill  Towards  Men 


Hv    I'rrs'di-nt    Glen    (i.    Fisher 


"It's  the  best  Christmas  ever."  It  is  true 
thai  thai  statement  can  be  heard  on  every 
hand,  and  in  many  countries.  Personal  income 
is  high  and  money  has  been  spent  freely  to 
make  this  a  grand  festive  season. 

But  where  Christ  was  born  and  where  he 
walked  and  taught  there  is  a  different  story. 
Barbed  wire  and  minefields  close  off  the  road 
travelled  by  the  Three  Wise  Men;  the  hills 
where  the  shepherds  watched  their  flocks  by 
night  echo  with  machine  gun  fire;  elsewhere 
chains  bind  the  minds  and  in  some  cases  the 
bodies  of  millions  of  people. 

Cunning  men  conspire  to  keep  other  men 
in  ignorance,  and  when  that  fails  they  use 
force  to  crush  out  what  hopes  of  freedom  rise 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people  who  begin  to  know 
the  truth. 

In  other  lands  where  peace  and  freedom  is 
claimed  another  kind  of  war  is  raging.  In  the 
United  States  it  is  estimated  that  Christmas 
gifts  of  liquour  exceeded  last  year's  gifts  by 
300%.      An    estimation    of    over    500    million 


dollars  was  spent  on  Christmas  liquour  to 
purchase  "goodwill  toward  men".  What  a 
mochery  that   phrase   is. 

We  can  well  ask  the  question :  "Where  is 
peace  on  earth  good  will  toward  men  of  which 
the  heavenly  hosts  sang?  Where  has  it  been 
in  all  the  centuries  since  that  holy  night?" 

For  the  answer  every  man  must  look  within 
his  own  heart,  for  it  is  there  that  the  true  spirit 
of  peace  may  or  may  not  be  found. 

This  peace  that  passeth  all  understanding 
cannot  come  until  the  principles  Christ  esta- 
blished en  earth  stand  triumphant. 

What  are  those  principles?  Basically  that 
man  has  divine  worth  as  a  sen  of  Gcd  and 
owes  the  allegiance  cf  spiritual  brotherhood  to 
his  fellow  men. 

No,  good  will  cannot  be  "purchased" — it 
must  come  as  automatically  as  the  sun  rays 
bring  light  and  warmth  to  the  earth.  When 
men  follow  the  Master  and  literally  live  the 
Gospel  of  Peace,  then,  and  only  then  will 
peace  come  to  the  world. 


LEADERSHIP    QUALIFICATIONS 
He  must  have  faith  in  his  work. 
He  must  have  love  for  his  work. 
He  must  have  understanding  of  his  work. 
He  must  have  the  quality  of  persistent  industry. 
He  must  be  self-effacing  and  permit  others  to 

take  important  roles. 
He  must  be  a  great  follower. 
He  must  be  sincere  and  able  to  lead  by  good 

example. 
He  must  be  prayerful. 


FALSEHOOD:  When  we  bear  false 
witness  we  injure  four  persons  ;  ourselves,  the 
person  of  whom  we  speak,  the  person  to  whom 
we  speak,  and  the  Lord,  "for  inasmuch  as  ye 
have  done  it  unto  the  least  of  these  ....  ye 
have  done  it  unto  me." 


THUS    SPEAKETH    CHRIST    OUR    LORD 

TO  US: 
"Ye  call  me  Master,  and  obey  me  not: 
Ye  call  me  Light,  and  seek  me  not: 
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Way,  and  walk  me  not; 
Life,  and  desire  me  not; 
Wise,  and  follow  me  not; 
Fair,  and  love  me  not; 
Rich,  and  ask  me  not; 
Eeternal,  and  seek  me  not; 
Gracious,  and  trust  me  not; 
Noble,  and  serve  me  not; 
Mighty,  and  honour  me  not: 
Just,  and  fear  me  not; 
n  you,  blame  me  not." 


ALIBIS 


Mr.  'Mean-'to"  has  a  comrade. 
And  his  name  is  "Didn't  do." 
Have    you    ever    chanced    to    meet 

them? 
Did  they  ever  call  on  you? 

These  two  fellows  live  together 
In  the  house  of  "Never-Win." 
And  I'm  told  that  it  is  haunted 
By  the  ghost  of  "Might-have-been.  ' 
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